This issue is an open issue, which means that it provides a variety of topics. However, the editorial board of the journal always aims at putting articles together that have some common points in their contributions. As I elaborated earlier sustainability has not only three dimensions, e.g. the social, ecological and economic ones, but political participation and democracy as well.
and positive impacts. The contribution proposes a conceptual framework for social innovation as a "unified normative well-being theory of innovation".
In their contribution Satu Rinkinen & Vesa Harmaakorpi are as well offering a conceptual framework, though in a innovation policy concept. Looking at the business ecosystem in an innovation policy context they argue that innovation is needed in the understanding of the policies as well. In this perspective the authors analyse three of the most common approaches. Their findings suggest that the ecosystem concept enriches the theoretical debate as it is looks at the self-organizing and self-renewing nature.
Šárka Laboutková looks at the major barrier against the economic, political and social development in the post-communist countries, which in her view is the widespread culture of corruption. Whilst acknowledging that lobbying can be seen as a source of knowledge, the lack of transparency She relates this to the lack of transparency. Hence, lobbying leads to corruption and indeed to inequality of access. In her view this is related to the lack of regulations not only in the post-comunist countries, but on the European level as well. The contribution reports on the Brazilian social science literature on the issue of biodiversity. It shows the variety of approaches in sociology, anthropology and political science. The contribution aims at problematising the under developed dialogue between the different fields of the social sciences, which is not only the case in Brazil.
We do hope that the readers will find some interesting contributions in this issue that underlines the variety of the social sciences.
